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Adult Hoodie Dark Grey S-XXL $40 

Adult Crew Neck T-Shirt Black or Light Blue 
S-XXL $20

Adult Women’s V Neck T Shirt S-XL $20

Youth Crew Neck T-Shirt S-L Light Blue $20

Baseball Cap Black $20

25 Oz. Stainless Steel Water Bottle White $20

15 Oz. Ceramic Coffee Mug Blue $20

Reuseable Tote Bag $5

Neebing Flag 36”x72” White $65

OPERATION  CHRISTMAS 
December 9th - Noon til 6 pm 

At the Odena, Kakabeka Village 
Fill the OPP Cruiser 

All goods and financial donations 
go to the Rural Cupboard Food 

Bank 

Show your civic pride by sporting  
our Neebing branded merchandise!

Items include hoodies, adult and youth t-shirts, baseball caps, water 
bottles, coffee mugs, reusable tote bags, and flags. You can purchase 
these items during regular office hours at the Municipal Office,  
Monday thru Friday, 9 am - 5 pm. We accept cash, debit, and cheque as 
payment. Please note that we do not accept credit cards.

New 
Landfill 
Punch 

Cards are 
coming in 
January! 

See page 2 
for info 

Neebing 
Recreation 
Committee 
Upcoming 

Events...see 
page 2!

SOLD OUT!

HOLIDAY LANDFILL 
HOURS

SCOBLE & SAND HILL LANDFILLS 

SATURDAY DECEMBER 23rd – OPEN 9-5 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 24TH – OPEN 12-4 

SATURDAY DECEMBER 30TH – OPEN 9-5 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 31ST – OPEN 12-4 

Municipality of Neebing Christmas Season 
Office and Garage Closures 

 

The Municipal Office and the Municipal Garage 
will be open regular hours on Friday, December 22, 2023, 

and will then close to re-open on January 2nd, 2024. 
Landfill site hours remain unchanged. 

The Roads Crew will be monitoring weather and will re-
spond accordingly.  Voicemail left on the Municipal Office 

telephone line will be checked. 

BEST OF THE SEASON TO EVERYONE! 
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Sign up for Neebing’s Emergency Text Alert 
Service. This text alert service is used to notify 
our residents via text message of immediate 
dangers or emergencies occurring in our com-
munity such as evacuations, road closures, 
forest fires and other hazards.   

Sign up is free but you must have a smart-
phone equipped to receive text messages to 
use this service as it does not work on land 
lines.  

Sign up at neebing.org/textalerts or send us 
your name, Neebing address, and your text-
enabled cell phone number including area 
code to neebing@neebing.org or call us at 
474-5331. Your personal information is kept
strictly confidential.

EMERGENCY TEXT ALERT SERVICE 
for Neebing Residents

RURAL CUPBOARD FOOD BANK
Neighbours Helping Neighbours 

Conmee Municipal Complex 
19 Holland Rd, Kakabeka Falls  P0T1W0 

807-285-0836
We sincerely thank all those that  

continue to support us.  
Your donations enable the food bank to remain 

open 
Next Food Bank  

Wednesday, December 13th 
Registration 9 am to 11 am 

Drive-Thru Pick-up

New Landfill Punch Cards 2024

The new punch card system for the landfill site will come 
into effect in January 2024. Watch for your punch cards to 
arrive in the mail early in the new year. The transition period 
will run until March 1, 2024, during which time residents can 
use their bag tags if they have not received their punch 
cards. Please contact the municipal office if you have not 
received your punch cards by the end of February. 
Permanent residents will still be allowed 100 bags and  
seasonal residents will be allowed 50 bags.  
Free bag tags with recycling will no longer be issued after  
January 1, 2024. 

Upcoming Events for Neebing Recreation 
Committee! 

DON'T FORGET BREAKFAST WITH SANTA on December 2. 

A meeting to discuss plans for the 100th Anniversary celebration 
for Blake Hall will be held on December 11 , 2023 at 7 p.m. at 
Blake Hall.  Everyone is welcome to come and share their ideas. 

Crafternoons will be returning in January - with a different 
theme.  The Recreation Committee is going to offer classes of dif-
ferent crafts.  There will be a nominal fee for some of the 
sessions.  We are asking any local crafters if they would like to 
share their knowledge with others and volunteer to teach/demon-
strate their craft for an afternoon.  For more information please call 
Penny at 807:964-2270. 

January 20th, 2024 - noon to 3 - chocolate making for Valen-
tines.  The fee for this will be $20 (payable on the day of) and you 
will go home with an assortment of chocolate symbolic of Valen-
tine's Day. This class will be limited to 10 people.  Please call Edith 
to register at 807:628-6660 by January 15, 2024. Please bring a 
container. 

February 10th, 2024 - noon to 3 - learn to cross stitch.  The fee 
for this will be $5 (payable on the day of). Please call Penny at 
807:964-2270 to register. 

March 9th, 2024 - noon to 3 - 
project TBA VOLLEYBALL  

DROP-IN CO-ED  
18+ FUN LEAGUE

Start date: Thursday October 5, 2023 – 
May 30, 2024 

When: Thursday nights from 7-9pm  
(except during school holidays) 

Where: Valley Central School gym 
Please send email to Joel at 

vman814@gmail.com  
to be added to the reminder list 

There is no cost. 

Have company coming and 
not enough room?? 

Mink Mountain Resort has rooms in 
the Lodge available by the night! 

Call Cathy for more info  
807-622-5009
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Ice Rinks in Neebing
too warm to skate.  The NOHFC 
grant was awarded at the beginning 
of the summer and work began to 
develop the purchasing documen-
tation. A tender was issued in late 
August, and one bid was received 
for the work, but it was over budget 
and Council sadly rejected the bid. 
It was too late in the construction 
season to re-work the tender docu-
ments and get bids before winter 
closed in so we are going to have 
one more year with our current 
rinks. The tender is being reworked 
and reissued for a 2024 construction 
date.  

Prior to all this good news, Neebing 
received a donation from SWOOP 
Airlines for Alf Olsen Rink to build 
rink boards (SWOOP gave this do-
nation to Neebing in recognition of 
some light-hearted advertising con-
fusing Pearson Township with Pear-
son Airport in Toronto). The rink 
boards have been constructed but 
will remain in storage for this sea-
son as we don’t want to put them 
up and then risk damaging them 
when they have be removed and re-
installed when the new rink surface 
is constructed.  They will be in-
stalled on top of the new rink sur-
face.

Neebing has two Outdoor Ice Rinks 
that are free to use and open from 
late December to early March.  

Ice can be difficult to establish on 
top of the existing sod surface, and 
weather plays an important roll in 
determining when the rinks open 
and how long the skating season 
lasts.  

The rinks are created and main-
tained by a few dedicated volun-
teers.  If you would like to volunteer 
to help with the rinks this year, 
please contact the Neebing Office or 
speak to Councillor Coulson or 
Councillor Gardner.  

In 2023 Neebing was the recipient of 
a grant from the Northen Ontario 
Heritage Fund Corporation 
(NOHFC) for significant improve-
ments to both of our rinks. Alf Olsen 
Memorial Park Rink, located on 
Highway 597, will receive a new 
hard surface and lighting. Blake 
Hall Rink, located behind the Blake 
Community Hall on Blake Hall 
Road, will receive a new hard sur-
face and an open-air roof.  Both 
these improvements will extend the 
skating season and provide a hard 
surface for other sports when it is 

What’s Been Happening 
at Council Meetings?

law to prohibit smoking on mu-
nicipal property which now in-
cludes vaping. 

• Council passed a by-law to renew
the agreement with Ministry of
Health for emergency dispatch
services.

The next Council meetings will be 
held on December 6 and 20, 2023. 
Regular Council meetings are nor-
mally scheduled for the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesday of each month.  
This article contains only highlights 
from Council meetings – visit the 
website to see the approved minutes 
from each of the meetings.  The min-
utes of each meeting are approved at 
the following meeting and are posted 
on the website once they have been 
approved and signed.  If you don’t 
have internet capabilities, you can al-
ways contact the office for copies of 
approved minutes. 
Meeting agendas are always posted 
online on the Friday prior to the 
Wednesday meeting.  Come out and 
see what your Council is doing on 
your behalf.  Feel free to contact the 
Municipal Office for further infor-
mation or with input into any of the 
items that Council is considering. 
The meetings are now being held at 
the Municipal Office, but there is 
the option to attend virtually as 
well. The links to login to the meet-
ings are posted on our website in 
the calendar details. 

Since the November edition, there 
have been two regular meeting of 
Council on November 1 and 15, 
2023. 
At the regular Council meeting on 
November 1st, the following mat-
ters were considered: 
• Council approved a severance

application for a property on 
Oliver Creek Road. 

• Council approved a policy for
the use of the corporate logo.

• Council scheduled a meeting to
review the 2024 budget for Janu-
ary 24, 2024.

• Council passed a by-law to ap-
point Roger Van Ballegooie as
Acting Fire Chief and to appoint
other officers.

• Council passed an updated by-
law that establishes the civic ad-
dressing system.

At the regular Council meeting No-
vember 15th, the following matters 
were considered: 
• Council approved a recommen-

dation from the Waste Manage-
ment Committee to participate in
an applied research project with
Fleming College related to waste
management in Neebing.

• Council passed a fit for duty pol-
icy.

• Council approved reserve fund
transfers related to 2023 con-
struction projects.

• Council passed an updated by-

Neebing Landfill News 
Winter Landfill Hours 

Saturdays:   9:00 am to 5:00 pm 
Sundays:   12:00 pm to 4:00 pm

Garbage Every bag of regular household garbage requires a 
Municipal Garbage Bag Tag. We issue a set amount of tags to res-
idents on an annual basis. You can collect your tags at the munic-
ipal landfill sites during regular hours of operation. You MUST 
present photo ID to the attendant in order to receive your tags. 

Recycling Yes we have a recycling program! We accept #1 
through #7 plastics as well as carboard. View our recycling sort-
ing guide to determine if your items are acceptable recycling ma-
terials. Please remember to BAG your cans and plastics and 
FLATTEN your cardboard. We do not accept plastic grocery bags. 

Contact Us - Municipality of Neebing 

Complaints, Concerns, or Questions:  Want action on a problem? 
Want answers to your Municipal questions? Get accurate infor-
mation right from the source: www.neebing.org or call the office at 
807-474-5331. Report your concern, voice your complaint, or get
answers to your Municipal questions with the click of a mouse or
a phone call.

Emergency Road Condition Reporting:  If you encounter an 
emergency road condition such as a washout, a sinkhole, etc., 
please call the Municipal Office direct 474-5331 even if you are call-
ing outside of regular office hours (Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm). Leave us 
a detailed voice message as the municipal voicemail is monitored 
to help us act quickly when such emergency issues occur.  

Municipal complaints or concerns posted on social media forums 
or website pages not maintained by the Municipality are not mon-
itored or recorded.  Please, contact the Municipal Office direct - 
we are here to help! 

Highway 61 Improvements

Construction along Highway 61 between 
Jarvis Bay Road and Highway 130 is contin-
uing over the winter months.  The work in-
cludes addressing drainage deficiency, 
culvert replacement or rehabilitation, 
guiderail replacement/adjustments, platform 
widening, shoulder correction, utility reloca-
tions, entrance rehabilitation and paving.  

Delays and lane closures will be ongoing 
until the project is complete in 2024. Please be 
patient and help keep all the workers safe. If 
you have any questions or comments regard-
ing this project Norm MacKinnon from Civil 
ArSa Engineering Inc. is the contact the Con-
tract Administrator. His cell number is l 1-
647-627-0037.
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3131 West Arththurur StStreeeet          
(nearar Twinin City Crossssroads) 

PhoPhone 939-2619

BREAKFAST 
     All Day Every Day!       

FRESH HOMEMADE 
SOUP Daily!

Grandma’s Restaurant
Take Out 939-1551

Fast, Friendly Service 
by Knowledgeable 

Staff

3129 W. Arthur  
by Santorelli’s  
Husky Truck 

Stop

Monday - Friday 9-5, Closed Saturdays
 

Ph. 939-2581 
 

Authorized BF Goodrich Truck Tire 
Dealer

PRO-TEC TIRE CENTREPRO-TEC TIRE CENTRE

KO2 
TAKES ON  

CANADIAN EXTREMES

OUR TOUGHEST ALL-TERRAIN TIRE. 

EVER. 

• 20% Tougher Sidewalls 
• 2X Longer Treadlife on Gravel,

+15% on Asphalt 
+10% Traction in Mud, +19% in Snow 

THE 
NEW

2424 HouHour Truckck Stop Freeee WiWi-Fi!Fi!

Fresh Subs, Sandwiches, Wraps!  
Coffee Bar available 24hoursSantorelli’s Santorelli’s 

Bulk DEF 
Now Available!

We also sell tires for 

cars and light trucks!!

Home Cooking  
7 Days a Week 
7 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Home Cooking  
7 Days a Week 
7 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

More details on Tips for a Fire Safe Holiday Season can be viewed 
at: https://www.oafc.on.ca/holiday-fire-safety  or on the Neebing 
website: www.neebing.org 

12 Days of Christmas Fire Safety from N FRA

RURAL CUPBOARD FOOD BANK shouts 

Thank You!... To:
  Kakabeka Falls Public School, 

 Crestview Public School 
 Evergreen Pharmacy 

For all of your fund raising and donations 

For the financial donation raised at the Neebing 
Fall Harvest Dinner 

 

To Kimm White for donating her winnings from 
the Taco Tim contest. 

 

To everyone that has taken the time to volunteer, donate 
and raise funds for the food bank.  Your support enables 

us  to continue providing food to those in need.
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Lakehead Region  
Conservation Authority 

submitted by LRCA Staff
With the holiday shopping season 
upon us, it is a great time to purchase 
an Explore Card Parking Pass. The 
2024 Explore Card Parking Pass is 
now on-sale. Explore Card Parking 
Passes permit day-use/parking at 
our ten Conservation Areas for one 
calendar year. Visit as often as you 
like. Enjoy one calendar year of recre-
ation activities! For the low price of 
$40.00 +HST, it’s convenient for fre-
quent users, and a great stocking 
stuffer for the outdoor enthusiasts in 
your life! All Explore Card revenue 
goes directly towards the upkeep and 
maintenance of our Conservation 
Areas.   
The LRCA and Lakehead Conserva-
tion Foundation (LCF) is pleased to 
once again be hosting our annual 
Conservation Dinner & Auction on 
Friday, February 9, 2024. Tickets are 
on sale now and are $75.00 each. 
Available on our web store at 
www.store.lakeheadca.com.   
Our extremely popular Explore cal-

endars have arrived, and best of all, 
they are free! We will have a limited 
number of calendars available at our 
office, otherwise, they can be picked 
up at select local businesses includ-
ing Safeway, 55+ Centres in Thun-
der Bay, local Municipal offices and 
more. Very limited quantities avail-
able. 
This is a reminder that dogs must al-
ways remain on-leash when in a 
Conservation Area; dogs must also 
be picked up after. Conservation 
Areas are not off-leash dog parks, 
and visitors are expected to abide by 
the Regulations under the Conser-
vation Authorities Act, including 
keeping pets leashed, when visiting 
our properties. Thank you for your 
cooperation.   
Please be advised that the LRCA 
Administrative Office will be closed 
from December 25, 2022, until Janu-
ary 2, 2024.  

Get out and Explore!  

FOR SALE
Green leather recliner,  
6 foot Christmas tree 
with attached lights. 

Snow blower attachment 
- fits Craftsman riding

mower, Sewing machine 
cabinet, Nordic Track 
Circuit Trainer, Model 

4000, water pump,  
outdoor wood burning 

furnace.  
Call 807-964-2393

Tree Services (Year Round): 
*Tree Pruning * Tree Removal

* Hydro Line Pruning
& Clearing (Private Lines)
* Hazardous Limbs/Trees

* Storm Cleanup
* Tree Support Systems

* Tree Planting & Transplanting
(Seasonal) 

Winter Services Also Include: 
* Snow Clearing & Removal * Rooftop Snow Clearing

*EXPERIENCED & INSURED SERVICES
For a free estimate please call, text or email:

Grant Miller: (807)-630-5359   
Email: woodsmillertreeworks@gmail.com 

Find us on Facebook @ WOODS MILLER TREE WORKS 
 

Website: woodsmillertreeworks.ca 
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202 Highway 130 B-4785 Hwy 11/17
(807) 939-2007 (807) 577-2435

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm Mon-Fri 9am-6pm 
Sat 10am-2pm Sat 10am-4pm

New Location in Kakabeka 
NOW OPEN
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Wishing our 
great customers 
and ~ of course 
~ everyone else 

a Merry  
Christmas,  

Happy Holiday  
& Happy New 

Year!! 
 

Enjoy it  
& Stay Safe! 

807-475-7827 
Email: inquiries@fivestarelectric.ca

From all 
of us at  
5 Star 
Electric  



Phone:  

7673643

Please come out 
and join us at 

Pinegrove United Church 
100 - Hwy 130 

Admission is free  
and all are welcome! 

 

December 7 - coffee and fellowship 10 AM 
December 21 - turkey lunch 11:30 - hope to 

see you there! 
 

Volunteers are also welcome (and needed) 
For more information about Cafe del Soul, please 

visit www.pinegroveuc.org/cafe-del-soul/

Barb McEwen
Salesperson 

(807) 626-3860 CELL

www.avistarealty.ca

640 Beverly Street 
(807) 344-3232 Office
(807) 344-5400 Fax
1-888-837-6926 Toll Free
bmcewen@avistarealty.ca

TOP TEN  
MLS AWARD WINNER 

For 30  
Consecutive

Years!

If you’ve driven down Highway 
130 over the past few weeks, you 
may have noticed a very exciting de-
velopment. Perhaps you saw an ex-
cavator moving earth around. Maybe 
it was the dump trucks that brought 
load after load of soil that caught 
your eye. That’s it! The cat is out of 
the bag! Although we’re in the pre-
liminary stages, construction of a new 
building for Evergreen Pharmacy – 
Rosslyn is now officially underway!  
Picture this: December 2017, a 200 
square foot basement suite in a rural 
commercial building. Going to work 
in the dark, coming home in the dark. 
No foot traffic; a few people popping 
their heads in after they’ve finished 
their dental appointments upstairs. 
Some people are considering our 
services but don’t want to commit 
until they’ve seen stability and 
growth. That’s where we started.  
It’s hard to believe that it has been six 
years since we opened our small 
pharmacy in Rosslyn. And now, we 
can proudly say that it is time to ex-
pand. But let’s be honest, I’m sure our 
staff would have liked some extra 
space 2 or 3 years ago. Our project 

will relocate our pharmacy to an ad-
jacent lot to where we currently oper-
ate. We will still be neighbours with 
Rosslyn Dentistry. It goes without say-
ing that there is a lot of work to be 
done between now and when we 
move. However, if things go accord-
ing to plan, we will be opening our 
doors in the summer of 2024. 
The Evergreen Pharmacy team wants 
to take this opportunity to thank all 
the patients that have trusted us with 
their healthcare over the past several 
years. We recognize that it can be a 
difficult decision to leave a pharmacy 
that you’re already familiar with. For 
those of you who have transitioned to 
our pharmacies, both in Rosslyn and 
Kakabeka Falls, we hope that you 
have appreciated our services. As we 
look to the future, we aim to expand 
the services available in your commu-
nities.  

Sticking with available services, 
after several busy weeks, the initial 
demand for flu shots and Covid-19 
vaccines has begun to slow. However, 
flu season can last well into the new 
year, and it is not too late to get your 
shot. Booking online is still a great 

The Rural Pharmacist: 
Expansion in Rosslyn 

 
 

by Devon Myers, Pharmacist/Owner of Evergreen Pharmacies
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RURAL 60 PLUS IS OPEN!
 

5 Pineview Road, Kakabeka Falls  475-5779,  
email rural60@tbaytel.net  Website: www.rural60plus.ca 

Monday - Carving - 10 to 3
- Disking - 1 to 3

 

Tuesday - Weaving- 10 to 3
- Knitting- 10 to 3
- Good Company Choir- 1 to 3

 

Wednesday - Beginner Carving - 10 to 3
- Quilting- 10 to 3
- Cribbage  - 10 to 3

 

Thursday - Weaving- 10 to 3
- Knitting - 10 to 3
- Yoga - 10 to 11

Craft Room open Monday to Friday- 10 to 3 
Good Company Choir ends Dec. 12 until next year 
Yoga ends Dec. 7 until next year 

The Annual Rural 60 Plus Christmas Dinner will be  
Friday December 15 at 1:00pm at the Kakabeka Legion 
not Friday December 8 as stated in the last newsletter. 

Rural 60 Plus will be closed from end of day Friday 
December 22 reopening on Monday January 8, 2024. 

way to lock-in an appointment slot 
and to fill out the necessary screening 
questionnaire ahead of time. With that 
said, by this time of the season, it’s 
much easier to accommodate walk-in 
appointments. So, if you’re consider-
ing a vaccine, stop by either location 
and our pharmacists will be happy to 
help you. 

And just like that, it’s another year 
in the books. Despite the lack of snow, 
it felt as though December quickly 
came this year. Wishing everyone a 
merry Christmas and happy holidays. 
See you in the New Year. From all of 
those at Evergreen Pharmacy. 



NEEBING NEWS DELIVERED TO 
YOUR MAILBOX  (unless you 

have NO FLYERS posted)  
Deadline for the  

JANUARY issue of  
The Neebing News is 

Tuesday, Jan. 2! 
GOT INFO FOR  

JANUARY?  
Get it off your desk 
and onto MINE! :) 

(BUT early submissions are al-
ways very welcome!) 

Submissions and photos of commu-
nity events and articles of interest 
are welcome, and can be sent to 

Chris Vaclav at designhouse@tbay-
tel.net    628-7271

HOW TO CONTACT YOUR COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Mayor Mark Thibert 474-1362 mayor@neebing.org 

Councillor for Blake Katherine Hill 631-1869 blake@neebing.org 

Councillor for Crooks/Deputy Mayor Brian Wright 964-2365 crooks@neebing.org 

Councillor for Pardee Curtis Coulson 577-2475 pardee@neebng.org 

Councillor for Pearson Gary Gardner 577-1963 pearson@neebing.org 

Councillor for Scoble Brian Kurikka 633-3735 scoble@neebing.org 

Councillor At-Large Gordon Cuthbertson 708-7548 coucilatlarge@neebing.org

330 Hwy 595

Book Your Next 
Event with Us! 

Blake Hall is available for 
rent by the hour, day or 

weekend.  Blake Hall has 
a fully equipped kitchen 

for self-catered events and 
comfortable chairs and ta-
bles for your guests. We 
are also fully accessible 

with a ramp entrance and 
accessible washroom. 

Contact Us Phone: 807-
474-5331

Email Us  neebing@nee-
bing.org

"Learning Through Play,  
Exploration & Inquiry" 

Connect with other Families! 
 

  (for children 0-6 years) 

 Our Calendar of events can be viewed at:  
https://www.keyon.ca/en/Events/ViewEvents 

 

* EarlyON Child and Family Centre -
Murillo 

(Pre-registration on KeyON is required) 

For more info. please:  
Email: ruralfrc@tbaytel.net or 

 Private FB message us or 
Call: 935-3009  

 

Play, sing, laugh and we will 
SEE YOU SOON!

Rural  
Family 
Centre

Kakabeka Legion EventsKakabeka Legion Events
Saturday December 2nd  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Exec/Gen mtg 2:30/3 
Saturday December 2nd  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dance with Quest 7-10 
Saturday December 9th  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Christmas Concert 2-4 
All donations to the Rural Cupboard Food Bank 
 

Sunday December 10th  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Breakfast with Santa 8:30-noon 
Friday December 15th  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rural 60+ Christmas lunch 1-2 
 

Saturday December 16th  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Christmas Dinner/Dance with Quest 
Dinner 5:30-7 Dance 7-10 Dance open to all 
Dinner reservations by December 9th. Call Gary 708-0411 
 

Sunday December 17th  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .RCFB Christmas Supper 4-6 
For Tickets Call Gary 708-0411 

On behalf of the Kakabeka Legion thank you for your support. 
Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

We look forward to seeing you in 2024!

Kaylyn LeMarquand
Realtor ® 

Royal LePage Lannon Realty 
C:(807) 629.7989 

E:kaylyn@royallepage.ca 
#EveryHomeBeginsWithKay 

Providing Reliable Service  
Since 1987 

 

www.tempelman.ca 

807-767-9173

For al l  your  
Bulk Water Needs 

 

Residential or Commercial 
City Water delivered  
in stainless steel tanks

• Wells • Holding Tanks •
• Swimming Pools • 

• Skating Rinks • 
Monday - Friday
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Chix in the Stix
 
 

Fake Firby  
Cindy Harasen

ing unrealistic expectations that I 
maybe saw in a magazine or on a re-
ality show.  It’s about being together. 

Don’t get me wrong, those child-
hood memories are grand.  And the 
years of Christmases when my own 
kids were young are cherished 
memories.  When almost everything 
was homegrown and homemade. 
When the tree was real.  When the 
decorations were crafted from tiny 
hands. It was definitely a magical 
time.  But there were also some very 
dark Christmases in my past. The 
Christmas my mom died.  The year a 
loved one left. When money was 
scarce. When I was unwell. One year 
I lived alone and skipped Christmas 
all together.  And the lessons of the 
dark Christmases have stuck with 
me.  A reminder that Christmas isn’t 
always a happy shiny time for 
everyone.  There are individuals and 
families struggling with so many 
things right now - finances, health, 
grief - and when this big commer-
cially driven holiday comes along 
it’s hard to handle sometimes. So I 
am trying to scale back myself, and 
hope that others will see that it’s 
okay too and that there might be less 
pressure all around to achieve per-
fection. Because it’s never going to 
be perfect. Life isn’t a Hallmark 
movie. It’s usually much harder and 
much messier and sometimes down-
right painful. I’m determined to be 
extra kind, extra patient, extra com-
passionate this Christmas no matter 
where I am or who I’m interacting 
with. Because you don’t know what 

I blinked and it was December.  I 
love Christmas but I’m barely ready 
compared to some people.  I did 
manage to get our tree up. It’s a fake 
one. There are just times in your life 
when simple and easy makes the 
most sense.  And I don’t know who 
needs to hear this. Maybe me. But let 
me be clear. Not only is it okay to 
have a fake tree.  It’s also okay to 
buy stove top stuffing!  And store-
bought pie. And cans of whipped 
cream.  And a pre-cooked turkey 
roll.  And instant gravy. And instant 
mashed potatoes. And salad from a 
bag. And not bake cookies.  In fact if 
you feel like having pizza as your 
main course on Christmas Day and 
ice-cream for dessert  -  IT’S OKAY! 
There are no laws about this.  You 
can do all your shopping on-line and 
even give gift cards if it makes life 
easier and skip Christmas cards 
completely. You’re an adult and can 
do what you want. Christmas can 
still be special and the memories di-
vine!  I promise!    

My Christmas memories are a mixed 
bag of big and small, good and bad. 
I remember these HUGE dinners in 
my grandparents ‘rumpus room’ 
with so many relatives they had to 
set up saw-horses and sheets of ply-
wood to have enough tables to fit 
everyone. I remember Christmas 
Eve sitting on the floor in front of my 
mother as she put ‘pin-curls’ in my 
hair before bed so I’d have the per-
fect curls for Christmas morning.  I 
remember my Grandfather’s collec-
tion of nut-crackers which I could 
never master, and the bowls of tiny 
sweet ‘Christmas’ oranges.  I re-
member the year we had no money 
but still, hanging on the back of my 
door on Christmas morning was the 
yellow dress my mom knew I had 
been longing for.  Later as a parent I 
spoiled my kids, loading them up 
with more presents than they 
needed.  I was always so exhausted 
on Christmas morning because I had 
been up all night wrapping and 
making things ‘just right’ for every-
one and could barely keep my eyes 
open to enjoy it.   

Today our kids are grown and the 
interest in getting presents has 
faded. The decorations are sparse. 
There is less fanfare. There are fewer 
people and it's often just us and our 
kids or a few close friends.  We have 
a few simple traditions that have 
evolved over time. Sipping tea or 
cider while playing Scrabble or Bog-
gle. Watching a Christmas movie. 
Driving around town listening to 
Christmas music and looking at 
lights. But everything is laid back 
and flexible.  Everyone goes with the 
flow and honestly if I announced 
that this Christmas would be spent 
at a hotel eating take-out and laying 
by the pool everyone would be on 
board.  Because we know the impor-
tant things aren’t things. And they 
definitely aren’t about stress or extra 
work or debt or exhaustion or meet-

people are going 
through or what they 
are going home to. 
Things may look fine 
on the surface but I 
don’t know a single 
person who isn’t deal-
ing with SOMETHING 
these days and I think 
the best present we 
could give one another 
is peace, space, slack 
and understanding. No 
judgment. No expecta-
tions.  And hey, if you 
ARE one of those peo-
ple who are having a 
good year, and are top 
of your game with all 
your planning, baking 
etc…well pay it for-
ward!  Maybe a plate of 
homemade cookies 
would make all the dif-
ference to your neigh-
bours.  Or even an 
invite to dinner. Or just 
a hug, a smile and a 

kind word.  And 
while I do not have 
the energy to put up 
Christmas lights at 
my house,  trust me, 
those of you who do 
are my heroes and 
we enjoy every 
twinkling light we 
see more than you 
will know. Let’s be 
extra kind to each 
other this holiday 
season, and espe-
cially to ourselves. 
Nothing fake about 
it.  We have a long 
cold winter ahead 
and can use all the 
warm fuzzies we 

can get. 



Staying Fire Safe During the Holiday Season 
by Dale Ashbee, Fire Chief

Locally, as I look out my window, 
the sight of bare ground as we near 
the end of November is certainly a 
significant departure from late No-
vember of 2022. The absence of snow 
cover, as well as a limited amount of 
rain over the fall period this year, 
dictate that the potential for a grass 
or brush fire start has continued to 
exist well past normal periods of 
concern. This is not the first time that 
we have experienced such weather 
conditions, with unusual late grass 
and brush fire starts that have ne-
cessitated extinguishment by Nee-
bing Emergency Services (NES). 
While these unusual conditions con-
tinue to exist (and either more rain-
fall or significant snowfall fails to 
occur), residents are advised to be 
extra diligent when/if burning off 

debris piles, especially if their site 
conditions involve dry grasses, fine 
fuels or an up-slope. Although at 
this time of year most fire spreads 
are quickly and successfully brought 
under control by NES fire services, 
the potential for unanticipated fire 
travel from a debris pile to nearby 
outbuildings (and even a personal 
residence) can, and have, happened. 
Hopefully by the time you read this 
piece, Mother Nature will have 
blessed us with some fresh snow 
cover, and outdoor fire concerns will 
be behind us. While knowing that 
earlier Neebing News (NN) articles 
have covered such topics, here are a 
couple of fire safety tips that are 
worth repeating to ensure you have 
taken appropriate actions:  
• Heating System Servicing: Re-
gardless of the fuel source used in
your home, you need to ensure that
your heating system is ready to go
for winter, with filters changed,
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AUTO REPAIR 
Charlie’s Auto 
Automotive Service Technician, Charles Clair 
953 Candy Mountain Dr., 473-5456 708-5536 

CATERING, HALL RENTALS & MEETINGS 
Blake Community Hall - 
71 Blake Hall Road. Call the Municipal  
Office for reservations: 473-5331 or email 
neebing@neebing.org 

FOUNDERS PIONEER VILLAGE 
3190 Hwy 61 at Gillespie Rd, Slate River, On  
807 475 7424 opmuse2@tbaytel.net 

DOG GROOMING 
Slate River Dog Grooming 
All breeds and sizes.  
HWY 61, Neebing.  Find us on Facebook. 
475-9629.

EXCAVATING & EQUIPMENT RENTALS:
Pete’s Backhoe Service Ltd. 
52 Haniak Rd, Rosslyn 
Ph 939-1014, Email office@petesbackhoe.com 
Dump Trucks, Excavation, Lot Development 

ELECTRICAL 
5 Star Electric (Thunder Bay) Inc. 
Residential, Commercial & Industrial. 
New Builds, Upgrades to Existing. 
EV Chargers. Solar Systems & Generlinks. 
807-475-7827 Email: inquiries@fivestarelectric.ca
Message us on Facebook.

FEED & FERTILIZER 
Thunder Bay Co-op Farm Supplies 
Highway 61 & Boundary Drive 
Phone 475-5190  Fax 475-7420 www.tbcoop.com Fertilizers, chemi-
cals, building supplies, hardware, feed, poultry chicks, garden products 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS 
Pete’s Backhoe Service Ltd. 
52 Haniak Rd, Rosslyn Ph 939-1014,  
Email office@petesbackhoe.com 
Driveways, Lot Development, Gravel/Sand 

INCOME TAX PREPARATION 
Kelley's Tax Service 
West Oliver Lake Rd 
(807) 622-7599
kelleystaxservice@gmail.com

METAL ROOFING 
Thunder Bay Co-op Farm Supplies 
Highway 61 & Boundary Drive, Phone 475-5190  
Fax 475-7420 www.tbcoop.com Largest Stock of 
Ideal Metal Roofing & Siding in N. Ont. 

REAL ESTATE SALES 
Avista Realty Group Ltd.  
640 Beverly St. Thunder Bay 
Barb McEwen, Sales Rep. 
Cell 807-626-3860 Ph. 344-3232 Fax 344-5400 
Kelsey Belluz, Broker at Re/Max Generations 
Fourteen years helping clients buy & sell rural 
properties! 
Call or email me at 807.472.9292 or 
kelsey@belluz.com 

REGISTERED ACUPUNCTURIST 
Neebing Acupuncture 
Pain relief, restore mobility, fire cupping, direct 
billing and online booking. 
www.neebingacupuncture.com 

SEPTIC SYSTEMS INSTALLS: 
Pete’s Backhoe Service Ltd. 
52 Haniak Rd, Rosslyn 
Ph 939-1014, Email office@petesbackhoe.com 
Licensed Septic Installers 

TIRE SHOP 
Pro-Tec Tire Centre 
3129 West Arthur Street, Husky Truck Stop 
Tire Shop: 939-2581 Office: 939-2572  
Fax 939-1171 

TRUCK.CAR STOP & RESTAURANT 
Santorelli’s 24 Hr. Husky Truck Stop 
3131 West Arthur Street   
(near Twin City Crossroads) 
Gas Bar:939-2619/Fax:939-2060/Office:939-2572 

UPHOLSTERY and  REPAIR/RESTORATION 
Monteith Upholstery 
Specializing in Furniture, ATV/Snowmobile seats, Automotive, Cus-
tom outdoor covers (i.e. patio furniture, A/C units, etc...) and restora-
tion projects. 16 Carlson Rd N, Neebing Phone: 631-4672 
Email: monteithupholstery@gmail.com 
Website: monteithupholstery.com 
Facebook: monteith upholstery and restoration 

WATER TREATMENT 
Authorized Purifiner dealer for N.W.O., 
Water treatment specialists 
Brad’s Water Treatment 577-0462

RURAL BUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORYRURAL BUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

chimneys cleaned, and fuel topped-
up, ready to go.  
• CO and Smoke Alarms: Each unit
should be checked, tested, cleaned 
and new batteries installed as re-
quired. 

  As we come to the end of 2023, NES 
members would like to extend our 
appreciation to all our Neebing resi-
dents for the support and assistance 
provided to our team throughout the 
year. Whether directly ‘giving a 
hand’ as needed, offering helpful ad-
vice or information to responders, 
adopting community fire safety ini-
tiatives, supporting fund raising ac-
tivities or simply being careful and 
diligent regarding any fire hazards, 
each contribution is appreciated by 
NES volunteers. 
  A special Thank You is directed to 
the Neebing Fire and Rescue Associ-
ation (NFRA) and the many com-
munity volunteers and local 
businesses who support and assist 
them in carrying out their fund- rais-
ing activities throughout the year – 
from the traditional metal can and 
beverage bottle recycling efforts and 
the Christmas Cookie Treat Sale, to 
the new 50/50 Ticket draw and other 
special fund raisers, such as the Fire-
wood Raffle. The monetary funds 
raised through these many efforts 
allow NES to contribute to the core 
Municipal budget, thereby helping 
the team to acquire additional equip-
ment such as emergency fire gear 

and other products necessary to 
meet the changing needs of our com-
munity. 
  With the Christmas and New Year’s 
holiday season soon upon us, NES 
would like to remind everyone to be 
aware and careful regarding any/all 
fire safety concerns over the holiday 
season.  In order to assist you to ex-
perience a fire-safe festive season, 
Neebing will be posting (on Face-
book at www.Facebook.com/Nee-
bing , the twelve (12) fire safety tips, 
one for each day of the seasonal “12 
Days of Christmas”. If you prefer, 
the Ontario Association of Fire 
Chiefs (OAFC) has a wide selection 
of fire safety tips for all occasions 
which are viewable at 
https://www.oafc.on.ca/public-
safety.  
  In closing, NES sends Sincere Good 
Wishes from all of us - to each of 
you, and to all your Family and 
Friends, for a 
  Safe and Happy Holiday Season! 

 
                   

 

‘Controlled Burn’ Fire Training Exercises 
  As Neebing Emergency Services (NES) is without ready access to such elaborate 
fire training props such as ‘fire training towers’, our team has many times bene-
fited from the generosity of Neebing residents who have decided to donate per-
sonal structures to be used as training sites for our volunteer fire fighters. These 
structures, which are safely ignited to create ‘real’ fire situations, allow our fire 
team members to become familiar with the actions necessary to rescue potential 
‘victims’, as well as use proper fire suppression techniques to manage live fire 
while under real heat and smoke conditions.  

Depending on the condition of the potential structure, it is often possible to 
conduct training sessions over a period of several weeks by focusing first on cold-
condition training (using generated ‘smoke’ for search and rescue), then moving 
on to dealing with a simulated fire attack or 2nd story victim rescue (using acces-
sible windows and/or a variety of ladder arrangements).  

The final training exercise usually involves the setting and extinguishing of a 
variety of fires strategically situated within the structure, which allow the FF’s 
present to practice suppression techniques meant to safely put out the fire and 
thereby ‘save the structure’!  Ultimately a final fire is set so that the building can 
be burned completely, with FF’s engaged in controlling the fire and protecting 
nearby exposures until the donated building is safely on the ground or in the 
basement.   

These controlled-burn training evolutions are invaluable in helping NES Fire-
Fighters to recognize ‘safe’ (as well as dangerous) fire conditions, and to identify 
and practice appropriate suppression techniques while responding to those vari-
ous fire conditions as presented by the building structure. To date, NES has been 
fortunate to be able to conduct, on average, one (1) live burn training exercise 
each year, thereby exposing its FFs to real structure fire conditions within the 
community.  

If you have a structure on your property that you would like to offer for possi-
ble use by NES for a controlled burn training exercise, kindly send an email to 
neebing@neebing.org , indicate that you are interested in making a structure you 
own available for controlled burn training and provide contact information to 
reach you for follow up. NES will carry out a pre-plan property review to deter-
mine whether (or not) your structure/site is suitable for the purpose of an NES 
controlled burn training exercise and advise accordingly.

  “Considerations for Safe Open Fire Burning in Late Fall”. 
     In late Fall, conditions are generally considered to be safe enough to 
allow for outdoor burning, even during the daytime.  Many residents 
take advantage of that expected sense of ‘safe-time’ to clean up their 
properties, and then to get rid of the natural debris through the ignition 
of a live fire. Residents are reminded to be extra alert in setting any fires 
when/if ground conditions are still dry, especially if fine fuels such as 
tall dead grasses are present. As well, residents should be particularly 
aware of building fires on south-facing slopes on sunny days. South-fac-
ing slopes are ‘heat sinks’ that can be much warmer and drier than other 
close by flat areas.  If the decision is made to burn in such areas, extra 
caution and diligence is essential. Fires in these areas can start relatively 
easily - spreading quickly up the slope, or through available dried grass - 
and rapidly become difficult to contain or get out of control.   

If your Fire Gets Away from you, 
CALL 911 immediately! 
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