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Neebing Recreation Committee
The Neebing Recreation committee's next event will be hosting 
Canada Day celebrations.   
This event will be held on Saturday July 1 at the Neebing Municipal 
Office grounds from noon to 3. 
Opening remarks and welcoming ceremony will be conducted by 
members of Council and Cindy Crowe. 
There will be a BBQ starting at noon.  For $5. you can get either a ham-
burger OR hot dog complete with chips and a beverage. 
Entertainment will begin at noon.  Returning this year will be “Mink 
Mountain Revue”. 
“Don’t forget the Trash or Treasure Sale at the Canada Day celebra-
tion!” 
Susan will be bringing her petting zoo and Kayla will be back with her 
bunnies. 
A poster contest for the kids will be judged for prizes.  Bring your fin-
ished poster or make one at the event. There will also be a scavenger 
hunt  and guess the jelly beans contest for the kids. More prizes! 
Attendance prizes and freezies for the kids will happen at 3 pm. 
Best of all we will have a Canada Day cake 
for all to enjoy. 

Come out and visit 
with your family, 
friends and neigh-
bours and enjoy this 
special day. Bring 
your lawn chair so 
you can sit and enjoy 
the entertainment. 

The Blake Hall will be 100 years old in 
August of 2024!!!

The Neebing Recreation Committee will be holding a Community 
Meeting September 13, 2023 at 7 p.m. at the Blake Century Hall to 
plan for the 100th anniversary. Everyone is welcome.  Please bring 
ideas and suggestions to celebrate this amazing event (no pictures or 
mementos at this time please). 

HARVEST DINNER - October 7 - More information to follow in Sep-
tember. 

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA in December - More 
information to follow. 

Request for donations of new or gently used
footwear to contribute to the national goal of 
250,000 pairs  for the Soles4Souls campaign.  

A box will be available at the Canada Day Event 
for anyone willing to do so to donate new or gen-
tly used shoes for this endeavour.  Any kind of 
footwear except skates and winter boots please.  
High heeled shoes are greatly in demand.  Many of 
the donated shoes will be kept in Thunder Bay and 
donated to local people in need.  The rest will be 
sent to Honduras, Haiti, the Philippines and the 
Dominican Republic.  Thank you in advance.

HIGHWAY 61 CONSTRUCTION 
NOISE:  LH North has issued a noise advisory.  
Beginning July 5, 2023, rock blasting near Little Trout Bay Road at 
Highway 61 will be happening with multiple blasts scheduled over 
several weeks taking place. 

TRAFFIC DELAYS:  
Construction has begun! Traffic delays are expected in both direc-
tions. Plan your trip accordingly, and PLEASE slow down in con-
struction zones and keep the workers safe.  
Remember: Speed fines double in construction zones. 
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Coming in July!!!
On-Site Food Waste Diversion 

Pilot Project
The Municipality of Neebing is once again partnering with Ottawa 
based company, Food Cycle Science to pilot an on-site food waste di-
version solution that will reduce the amount of food waste headed to 
the landfills. 

Neebing will provide FoodCycler machines at a subsidized price for 
residents to test in their homes over a 12-week period. Each resident 
will track the amount of food waste they have diverted throughout 
the pilot duration to estimate the total impact of the pilot program. 
The FoodCycler now comes in two sizes, 2.5 litres and 5 liters. Reg-
istration to participate in the program will begin mid-July. Resi-
dents will be able to choose which size they want at the time of 
registration. Watch our website and Facebook page for details. 
For information on the FoodCycler and the pilot program, visit 
www.neebing.org/foodcycler. 

For any questions, please contact the Clerk-Treasurer at (807) 474-
5331 or clerk@neebing.org. 

Why you should participate in the program? 
Food waste is responsible for up to 10% of global greenhouse gas 
emissions and 47% of food waste comes from households. By reduc-
ing your food waste by 90%, you can lower your household garbage 
output by up to 50% and reduce your carbon footprint. 

Coming January 2024 
New Landfill Punch Cards

Neebing Council has passed a new by-law that will come into ef-
fect on January 1, 2024. The effect of the by-law is that punch 
cards will replace the current bag tag system. Permanent residents 
will still be allowed 100 bags and seasonal residents will be al-
lowed 50 bags. However, free tags will no longer be provided in ex-
change for bags of recycling. Watch for details on distribution of 
the punch cards in the Neebing News, Facebook and the website 
over the coming months. 

Upcoming Roads Projects 

There are three types of roads projects: large projects, maintenance 
projects and emergency repairs. Planning for large projects usually 
begins years ahead of time and involves a determination for how to 
pay for the work. Large projects are listed in the capital plan, which 
is reviewed each year by Council. The project list from the latest 
version of the plan is shown below.  The capital plan, which is up-
dated every year, is used when creating the annual Municipal 
Budget and the project list can change.  Maintenance projects are 
funded by Municipal taxpayers, and these projects include main-
taining and repairing road surfaces and shoulders (patching, 
gravel, ditching, culvert replacement, dust control etc.). Emergency 
repairs are completed as needed after an event occurs, such as re-
pairs required after a flood. 

In 2023 the large projects are to replace two bridges, one on Farm 
Road and one on Pardee Road. Maintenance projects in 2023 in-
clude work on roads in Pearson and Pardee with several culvert re-
placements planned. Regular maintenance of the road surface is 
ongoing and if you notice a problem with the roads surface, please 
give the office a call and we can let the Roads Crew know about the 
issue.  

Road Work from Capital Plan

Sign up for Neebing’s Emergency Text Alert 
Service. This text alert service is used to notify 
our residents via text message of immediate 
dangers or emergencies occurring in our com-
munity such as evacuations, road closures, 
forest fires and other hazards.  Sign up is free 
but you must have a smartphone equipped to 
receive text messages to use this service as it 
does not work on land lines.  

Sign up at neebing.org/textalerts or 
send us your name, Neebing address, and 
your text-enabled cell phone number including 
area code to neebing@neebing.org or call us 
at 474-5331. Your personal information is kept 
strictly confidential. 

EMERGENCY TEXT ALERT SERVICE 
for Neebing Residents

Contact Us - Municipality of Neebing 

Complaints, Concerns, or Questions:  Want action on a problem? Want 
answers to your Municipal questions? Get accurate information right 
from the source: www.neebing.org or call the office at 807-474-5331. Re-
port your concern, voice your complaint, or get answers to your Mu-
nicipal questions with the click of a mouse or a phone call. 

Emergency Road Condition Reporting:  If you encounter an emergency 
road condition such as a washout, a sinkhole, etc., please call the Mu-
nicipal Office direct 474-5331 even if you are calling outside of regular 
office hours (Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm). Leave us a detailed voice message 
as the municipal voicemail is monitored to help us act quickly when 
such emergency issues occur.  

Municipal complaints or concerns posted on social media forums or 
website pages not maintained by the Municipality are not monitored or 
recorded.  Please, contact the Municipal Office direct - we are here to 
help! 
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What’s Been Happening 
at Council Meetings?

• Council passed a by-law to regu-
late landfill sites which will come
into effect on January 1, 2024.

• Council passed a by-law to ap-
prove the Emergency Response
Plan and Program.

The next Council meetings will be 
held on July 19 and August 16, 2023. 
Regular Council meetings are nor-
mally scheduled for the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesday of each month. How-
ever, in the summer only one meet-
ing is scheduled each month. 
This article contains only highlights 
from Council meetings – visit the 
website to see the approved minutes 
from each of the meetings.  The min-
utes of each meeting are approved at 
the following meeting and are posted 
on the website once they have been 
approved and signed.  If you don’t 
have internet capabilities, you can al-
ways contact the office for copies of 
approved minutes. 
Meeting agendas are always posted 
online on the Friday prior to the 
Wednesday meeting.  Come out and 
see what your Council is doing on 
your behalf.  Feel free to contact the 
Municipal Office for further infor-
mation or with input into any of the 
items that Council is considering. 
The meetings are now being held at 
the Municipal Office, but there is 
the option to attend virtually as 
well. The links to login to the meet-
ings are posted on our website in 
the calendar details. 

Since the June edition, there have 
been two regular meetings of Coun-
cil on June 7 and 21, 2023. 
At the regular Council meeting on 
June 7th the following matters were 
considered: 
• Council heard a deputation from

Food Cycle Science about a pro-
posed second pilot program in
Neebing.

• Council passed a municipal flag
policy.

• Council reviewed a revised draft
of the Landfill By-law which will
change the bag tag system to a
punch card system.

• Council reviewed proposed ren-
ovations for Blake Hall.

• Council approved an updated
Discover Neebing Brochure.

• Council reviewed the Nee-
bing/Gillies boundary road
agreement.

At the regular Council meeting on 
June 21st, the following matters 
were considered: 

• Council accepted the proposal
from Food Cycle Science to par-
ticipate in a second pilot pro-
gram.

• Council approved the tax bill in-
serts.

• Council reviewed requests for
school bus ahead signs.

• Council reviewed options for
branded merchandise.

• Council approved a sponsorship
for the Rural Heritage Agricul-
tural Society.

• Council scheduled a Special
Meeting for June 28, 2023 at 5:30
at the Blake Hall.

On Monday June 12 approx 45 grade 6, 7 and 8 students from Valley Central Public School spent the afternoon 
at the Stanley Cemetery.  This has become an annual event, of cleaning off Veteran's headstones of what Mother 
Nature throws at them over time.  Once the Veteran's areas were completed,  the students went over to the west 
side of the cemetery and did a great job  cleaning up of most of the other headstones, removing grime, sand, 
dirt and other organic matter from the headstones and the immediate area.  
Special thanks to the members of the 18 (Thunder Bay) Service Battalion Senate for organizing this event again 
this year - and thanks to the Kakabeka Legion for putting together an awesome lunch of Hotdogs and Ham-
burgers for all of the participants. The Northwestern Ontario Military and Police Museum even brought over 
a 1954 M37 3/4 ton SMP truck which the students had the ability to check out first hand.  Several members of 
the Senate, and the Legion who were present - not only drove those vehicles when they served, but even one 
of them regularly was responsible for fixing them up when they weren't working just right.  The students had 
a lot of great questions about the military, and military life which were deftly handled by the Members of the 
Senate, and Legion Members who attended

Hymers Fair 
News 

by Wendy Wright 

Just a couple of months to go 
before Hymers Fall Fair!! Are 
your entries planted? Have 
you started your other home-
craft exhibits? 
The Board is getting excited 
to host another well attended 
weekend however we still 
need more volunteers to pull 
it off! 
Do you have a few hours or 
more to spend with us that 
weekend? Please contact: 
hymersagsociety@gmail.com 
for more information and to 
sign up 

The Ontario Association of 
Agricultural Societies is pre-
senting a Special Agricultural 
Judging School on Grains, 
Forage Grasses, Flowers, and 
Vegetables. One day only, 
July 8, 2023, 8am – 5 pm in 
Thunder Bay. 
To register, phone or text 807-
620-9158

SUMMER!
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Please pardon our mess while we 
renovate!

Renovations to the  Municipal Office began on January
23, 2023. During construction, we want to give our contractor as 
much workspace as possible, so we ask that you use the south side 
entrance to enter the building. Signs will be posted directing you to 
this temporary entrance once construction is underway. However, if 
you are a person with a mobility issue and require entry via auto
matic doors and/or a ramp, please press the intercom button in the 
main entrance vestibule and we will come to you. 

 

We thank you for your  
understanding and patience 

during the reno.

HOW TO CONTACT YOUR COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Mayor Mark Thibert 474-1362 mayor@neebing.org 
Councillor for Blake Katherine Hill 631-1869 blake@neebing.org 
Councillor for Crooks/Deputy Mayor Brian Wright 964-2365 crooks@neebing.org 
Councillor for Pardee Curtis Coulson 577-2475 pardee@neebng.org 
Councillor for Pearson Gary Gardner 577-1963 pearson@neebing.org 
Councillor for Scoble Brian Kurikka 633-3735 scoble@neebing.org 
Councillor At-Large Gordon Cuthbertson 708-7548 coucilatlarge@neebing.org

KB Legion and KP Park Team up for fun 
run on  Healthy Parks, Healthy People Day 

July 21, 2023
July 21 marks the annual Healthy Parks, Healthy People event in 
Ontario Parks.  This year - the Kakabeka Legion and the Kakabeka 
Provincial Park will be putting on a 5 K fun run for all ages, and all 
abilities in the Park,  The 5 K course will run over part of the same 
course as the Kakabeka Half and Full Marathon.  Come run/ jog, or 
walk along the Poplar Point Trail on Friday July 21 starting at 1 pm.  
Unlike most fun runs, strollers and pets, on leashes of course, are more 
than welcome to participate.  

The course starts at the top of the Big Hill in the Park - just before the 
en-trance to the Electrical Sites and then progresses through the Poplar 
Point Trail and then down to the Falls where the finish line awaits. As 
it is Healthy Parks, Healthy People day - all parking in the Park is free 
-- so your only cost is the registration fee of just $10. Once you are 
done then you can check out all the other cool activity going on that 
day in the Park 

Registration will be open soon - just check out our Facebook page " 
Kak-abeka Falls Legion Half Marathon" for updates and a soon-to-be-
coming registration link  
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Tree Services Include: 
*Tree Pruning * Tree Removal

* Hydro Line Pruning
& Clearing (Private Lines)
* Hazardous Limbs/Trees

* Storm Cleanup
* Tree Support Systems

* Tree Planting & Transplanting
*EXPERIENCED & INSURED

SERVICES 
For a free estimate please call, text or email: 

Grant: (807)-630-5359   
Email: woodsmillertreeworks@gmail.com 

Find us on Facebook @ WOODS MILLER TREE WORKS 
Website: woodsmillertreeworks.ca 

New Name—Same Great Place!
Oliver Paipoonge Heritage Park is opened for the season each weekend from 
noon to 4:30 p.m. Pack yourself a picnic lunch and enjoy the view of the 
Nor’Westers or just relax in the country atmosphere. Visit the Duke Hunt Mu-
seum, The Village and Russ’s Garage. Oliver Paipoonge Heritage Park accepts 
cash only. Watch for upcoming special events. 

May & June—Friday-Sunday 
July & August—Thursday-Sunday 

September-Saturday & Sunday 
Noon—4:30pm 

Admission--$5.00, ages 12 and under FREE! Donations in excess of the admis-
sion fee are greatly appreciated. To book a family reunion, birthday party, photo 
shoots, work or church group picnic or other event of your choice, contact Jean 
at opmuse2@tbaytel.net or phone 807 475 7424 

OLIVER PAIPOONGE HERITAGE PARK EVENTS
• July 8--Classic Day, Strait Up Band at Paterson Pavilion, craft vendors &

Food on site
• July 15--Family Day, Pat Cupp & Diane Wolframe at the Paterson Pavilion,

family games and kid’s crafts
• July 16—Church Service at our own church. Everyone welcome.
• July 21, 22, 23-- Antique Tractor display
• July 22--Mink Mountain Band at the Paterson Pavilion
• July 22,23--Kid’s Art Classes with Irene Warmenhoven (2 day class),

pre-register at OPHP office, $12 to cover supplies, ages 7 - 14
• July 29—Butch’s Country Classics at Paterson Pavilion
• Aug 5—The BOONDOCKS at Paterson Pavilion
• Aug 12—Kid’s Day, crafts and games, Rodney Brown on Paterson Pavilion
• Aug 19—Jane Austin Society English Country Dance at the Paterson Pavil-

ion
• Aug 26—Craft Vendors on site
• Aug 26, 27 Kid’s Art Class with Irene Warmenhoven (2 day class), pre-regis-

ter at OPHP office, $12 to cover supplies, ages 7 - 14
• Sept 16—Tail Gate Sale, Car Swap Meet, Richard Veurink at the Pavilion
• Sept 17—Tail Gate Sale, Car Swap Meet, Racers Memorial Day, BOON-

DOCKS at Paterson Pavilion
• Sept 23—Closing weekend, Road Worn Chaps at the Paterson Pavilion
• Sept 24—Closing weekend, Volunteer Appreciation Day, Butch’s Country

Classics at the Paterson Pavilion
For more info, please phone 807-475-7424 or email opmuse2@tbaytel.net  
Admission is $5, 12 and under FREE! Please pay at the Train Station. We 
are a cash-only facility. 

SUMMER PICNIC AT  
Oliver Paipoonge Heritage Park

Make your family, business or church summer picnic a special one at Oliver Paipoonge 
Heritage Park. For more info please call Jean Mayo at 807 620 3636 or email op-

muse2@tbaytel.net .

“Memoirs of  Fred Goodfellow”  
This article will be a monthly  presentation of  the writings of Fred 
Goodfellow, founder of the Oliver/Paipoonge Heritage Park, formerly 
Founders Museum and Pioneer Village. 

Items from the 1972 Thesis written by Fred Goodfellow, founder of 
the OP Heritage Park, 

THE PROBLEM 
Written by Fred Goodfellow     

Preface:  by Fred Goodfellow 
My problem is an adult one since this age group calls the plays.  The se-
rious lack of sensitivity by parents and educators to the tremendous po-
tential of museums for a teaching tool, has given this writer cause for 
great concern! 
“During the last decade the museum has rallied all its powers to over-
come the  lethargy of the public towards first hand knowledge of art and 
science. 
Without adult interest and participation, collections do not take place 
and just as the setting sun darkens our environment so do  our pictures 
of the past dim as items become more scarce and more expensive. 
Due to the absence of a museum depot, older people wishing to make be-
quests have no place to dispose of their historical items, and these valu-
able artefacts are often lost forever.  Children pass through school with 
little insight of their past heritage.  “ our great metropolitan museums 
have educational offerings to make that  can only be conveyed to their 
proper recipients, the general public through the ingenuity and energy of 
every group enlisted with the task of adult education.   
I shall attempt in the following pages to reverse this situation by show-
ing the many and varied educational services which can be provided by 
an effective museum establishment with an attendant intellectual growth 
within the viewer, of appreciation, awareness, and understanding for our 
founding fathers.  The word “antiques” will be used periodically in order 
to maintain your interest in search for pieces of eight which I prefer to 
call knowledge.  I intend to lead you along the path to learning as any 
good museum should do!       

 By Fred Goodfellow 1972  
Continued in the next issue. Submitted by Lois Garrity, Curator
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Apparently not everyone screams ‘cows’ when they 
drive by a field of cows.  According to my daughter.  But I just can’t contain 
my excitement.  I’m not sure if that makes me more of a genuine country 
person…or less.  I don’t know how city folks live without cows in their lives. 
Or how I ever did for that matter. I think one of my very early Chix pieces 
talked about my love of cows.  And here I am more than a decade later and 
I still love them.  I love that they are social creatures.  That they appreciate 
music and even a good cuddle or nuzzle.  They are sensitive and caring. 
They’re smart too, and love a good mental challenge. They remember. They 
are loving and forgiving. Pretty awesome traits for even humans to aspire 
to don’t you think?  Of course I’m by no means an expert. Sheesh I don’t 
even own a cow.  Just between you and me I would not rule out having one 
as a pet one day.    

And so the novelty of seeing cows every day has not worn off. Because I 
won’t let it. I  refuse to let go of that child-like excitement I feel every single 
time.  I refuse to be complacent about seeing not just the cows, but the 
horses, goats, pigs, rabbits, chickens, sheep, and more. And let's not forget 
those huge bales wrapped in white plastic that look like giant marshmal-
lows.  How can those not make you smile. If they don’t then y’all gotta 
lighten up and try looking at the world with more child-like wonder. Try to 
relax a bit on that morning drive to town or that evening drive home.  Drop 
your shoulders, take a breath, and enjoy!  It changes everything really and 
is a perspective I try to adopt every chance I get. And after the few chal-
lenging years we have all had it’s a good practice to dive into!  We adults can 
get stuck in serious mode and we forget to have fun, we forget that we can 
make a choice to be silly and childlike when we want. I don’t do it enough 
to be honest, but I can tell you that every time I make a conscious decision 
to do so, I never regret it. Hope you’ll give it a try.  And maybe it isn’t cows 
that bring out your inner child.  Maybe it’s something else.  But for me these 
days it’s all about cows. I’ve become familiar with the nearby herds.  I now 
anticipate the arrival of the new calves every year and the anticipation is al-
ways worth it.  I really do wind down my window and yell good morning 
to them.  There are the dairy cows laying in the shade under the trees so 
close to the dusty road you can look right into their eyes.  There are the mas-
sive chonky boys that have the most amazing massive fields to graze in and 
I’m pretty sure they have a  pattern but I haven’t quite figured it out yet. I 
like seeing them off in the distance, but of course like it much better when 
they are closer to the road so I can say hello!    

One thing I haven’t thought about is where do they go at night?  I’m as-
suming they go back into the barn but I honestly have no clue.  And now I 
want to know and may just have to get up way earlier than I normally do 
(you know, like farmer’s hours) because I bet watching them come out of the 
barn in the morning and head into the fields is a wonderful sight to behold. 
And I want to stay up super late now to see if and when they go into the 
barn.  Or maybe they don’t.  But even imaging it is fun.  And honestly it’s 
more than cows.   And I’m not celebrating ALL the skunks I’ve encoun-
tered,or the damage done by the groundhogs, or the exceptionally loud 
crows, but there is so much amazement to be had immersed into the home 
and lives of so many different creatures and I wouldn’t trade it for the world. 
I think I know now why when we were kids our grandparents always took 
those Sunday drives to the country. They knew it was a special magical 
place.  In fact I  think there should be some kind of program that matches up 
families in the city, especially those with kids, with families in the country, 
so they can just visit each other maybe once each season. At the very least 
let’s make sure we remember to pause from the heaviness of adulting from 
time to time to enjoy the many blessings country life gives us, and share it 
with our urban friends when we can.  And always wind down your win-
dows and say hello to the cows!  

Chix in the Stix
For the Love of Cowsby  

Cindy Harasen

 

3131 West Arththurur StStreeeet          
(nearar Twinin City Crossssroads) 

PhoPhone 939-2619

BREAKFAST 
     All Day Every Day!       

FRESH HOMEMADE 
SOUP Daily!

Grandma’s Restaurant
Take Out 939-1551

Fast, Friendly Service 
by Knowledgeable 

Staff

3129 W. Arthur  
by Santorelli’s  
Husky Truck 

Stop

Monday - Friday 9-5, Closed Saturdays
 

Ph. 939-2581 
 

Authorized BF Goodrich Truck Tire 
Dealer

PRO-TEC TIRE CENTREPRO-TEC TIRE CENTRE

KO2 
TAKES ON  

CANADIAN EXTREMES

OUR TOUGHEST ALL-TERRAIN TIRE. 

EVER. 

• 20% Tougher Sidewalls 
• 2X Longer Treadlife on Gravel,

+15% on Asphalt 
+10% Traction in Mud, +19% in Snow 

THE 
NEW

2424 HouHour Truckck Stop Freeee WiWi-Fi!Fi!

Fresh Subs, Sandwiches, Wraps!  
Coffee Bar available 24hoursSantorelli’s Santorelli’s 

Bulk DEF 
Now Available!

We also sell tires for 

cars and light trucks!!

Home Cooking  
7 Days a Week 
7 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Home Cooking  
7 Days a Week 
7 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
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Kakabeka Legion 
Events

Saturdays: Market Breakfast every Saturday  9-noon 
July 1st, July 8th, July 15th, July 22nd, July 29 
Sunday July 9th Monthly Buffet Breakfast from 8:30-noon 
Sunday July 9th Horse Gymkhana from noon-finish 
Saturday July 15th Dance with Quest from 7-10 
Sunday July 23rd  Horse Gymkhana from 10-finish 
Saturday July 29th Dance with Quest from 7-10 

Call the Legion Hotline for any changes at 473-9122 

There are no Exec/General meetings, Jam Sessions 
or Afternoon of Music during July and August. 

Enjoy your summer!

NEEBING NEWS DELIVERED TO YOUR MAILBOX  (unless 
you have NO FLYERS posted)  

Deadline for the AUGUST issue of 
The Neebing News is JULY 20!! 

(BUT early submissions are always very welcome!) 
Submissions and photos of community events and articles of in-
terest are welcome, and can be sent to Chris Vaclav at design-

house@tbaytel.net    628-7271

330 Hwy 595

RURAL 60 PLUS IS OPEN!
 

5 Pineview Road, Kakabeka Falls  475-5779,  
email rural60@tbaytel.net  Website: www.rural60plus.ca 

Tuesday - Weaving - 10 to 3
- Knitting - 10 to 3

Wednesday - Cribbage - 1 to 3
- Quilting - 10 to 3
- Beginner Carving - 10 to 3

Thursday - Weaving - 10 to 3
- Knitting - 10 to 3

Craft Room open 10 to 3 - Closed Monday to Friday 

Have a great summer, everyone!

Phone:  

7673643

Beginners Welcome!
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202 Highway 130 B-4785 Hwy 11/17
(807) 939-2007 (807) 577-2435

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm Mon-Fri 9am-6pm 
Sat 10am-2pm Sat 10am-4pm

New Location in Kakabeka 
NOW OPEN

The Ontario Association of Agricultural Societies is presenting a Special Agricultural Judging 
School on Grains, Forage Grasses, Flowers, and Vegetables. 

One day only, July 8, 2023,  8am – 5 pm in Thunder Bay. 
To register, phone or text 807-620-9158 

New to Oliver Paipoonge Heritage 
Park! 
Come out to see the Brill Buses,  
our newest acquisition.  

RURAL  
CUPBOARD 
FOOD BANK 

 Neighbours Helping 
Neighbours  

Conmee Municipal 
Complex, 19 Holland 
Rd, Kakabeka Falls  

P0T1W0 807-285-0836 
We sincerely thank all 
those that continue to 

support us.  Your dona-
tions enable the food 
bank to remain open 

Next Food Bank  
Wednesday July 19th 

Registration 
 9 am to 11 am 

Drive-Thru Pick-up
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• Washed Sand • Driveway Mix 
• Crusher Fines • 3/4” Crushed Washed Rock 
• Black Screened Topsoil • 2-4” & 4-9” River Rock 
• White Rock

• Washed Sand • Driveway Mix
• Crusher Fines • 3/4” Crushed Washed Rock
• Black Screened Topsoil • 2-4” & 4-9” River Rock
• White Rock

bgcontracting.ca

80807-355-26797-355-2679

- BRUSHING, LOT CLEARING, CHIPPING &
STUMP GRINDING

- EXCAVATION, TRENCHING & LANDSCAPING
- DRIVEWAY CONSTRUCTION, RENEWAL
& RESURFACING

- CULVERT INSTALLATIONS
- DECKS, FENCES & RETAINING WALLS
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AUTO REPAIR 
Charlie’s Auto 
Automotive Service Technician, Charles Clair 
953 Candy Mountain Dr., 473-5456 708-5536 

CATERING, HALL RENTALS & MEETINGS 
Blake Community Hall - 
71 Blake Hall Road. Call the Municipal  
Office for reservations: 473-5331 or email 
neebing@neebing.org 

FOUNDERS PIONEER VILLAGE 
3190 Hwy 61 at Gillespie Rd, Slate River, On  
807 475 7424 opmuse2@tbaytel.net 

DOG GROOMING 
Slate River Dog Grooming 
All breeds and sizes.  
HWY 61, Neebing.  Find us on Facebook. 
475-9629.

EXCAVATING & EQUIPMENT RENTALS:
Pete’s Backhoe Service Ltd. 
52 Haniak Rd, Rosslyn 
Ph 939-1014, Email office@petesbackhoe.com 
Dump Trucks, Excavation, Lot Development 

ELECTRICAL 
5 Star Electric (Thunder Bay) Inc. 
Residential, Commercial & Industrial. 
New Builds, Upgrades to Existing. 
EV Chargers. Solar Systems & Generlinks. 
807-475-7827
Email: inquiries@fivestarelectric.ca
Message us on Facebook.

FEED & FERTILIZER 
Thunder Bay Co-op Farm Supplies 
Highway 61 & Boundary Drive 
Phone 475-5190  Fax 475-7420 www.tbcoop.com Fertilizers, chemi-
cals, building supplies, hardware, feed, poultry chicks, garden products 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS 
Pete’s Backhoe Service Ltd. 
52 Haniak Rd, Rosslyn Ph 939-1014,  
Email office@petesbackhoe.com 
Driveways, Lot Development, Gravel/Sand 

INCOME TAX PREPARATION 
Kelley's Tax Service 
West Oliver Lake Rd 
(807) 622-7599
kelleystaxservice@gmail.com 

METAL ROOFING 
Thunder Bay Co-op Farm Supplies 
Highway 61 & Boundary Drive, Phone 475-5190  
Fax 475-7420 www.tbcoop.com Largest Stock of 
Ideal Metal Roofing & Siding in N. Ont. 

REAL ESTATE SALES 
Avista Realty Group Ltd.  
640 Beverly St. Thunder Bay 
Barb McEwen, Sales Rep. 
Cell 807-626-3860 Ph. 344-3232 Fax 344-5400 
Kelsey Belluz, Broker at Re/Max Generations 
Fourteen years helping clients buy & sell rural 
properties! 
Call or email me at 807.472.9292 or 
kelsey@belluz.com 

REGISTERED ACUPUNCTURIST 
Neebing Acupuncture 
Pain relief, restore mobility, fire cupping, direct 
billing and online booking. 
www.neebingacupuncture.com 

SEPTIC SYSTEMS INSTALLS: 
Pete’s Backhoe Service Ltd. 
52 Haniak Rd, Rosslyn 
Ph 939-1014, Email office@petesbackhoe.com 
Licensed Septic Installers 

TIRE SHOP 
Pro-Tec Tire Centre 
3129 West Arthur Street, Husky Truck Stop 
Tire Shop: 939-2581 Office: 939-2572  
Fax 939-1171 

TRUCK.CAR STOP & RESTAURANT 
Santorelli’s 24 Hr. Husky Truck Stop 
3131 West Arthur Street   
(near Twin City Crossroads) 
Gas Bar:939-2619/Fax:939-2060/Office:939-2572 

UPHOLSTERY and  REPAIR/RESTORATION 
Monteith Upholstery 
Specializing in Furniture, ATV/Snowmobile seats, Automotive, Cus-
tom outdoor covers (i.e. patio furniture, A/C units, etc...) and restora-
tion projects. 16 Carlson Rd N, Neebing Phone: 631-4672 
Email: monteithupholstery@gmail.com 
Website: monteithupholstery.com 
Facebook: monteith upholstery and restoration 

WATER TREATMENT 
Authorized Purifiner dealer for N.W.O., 
Water treatment specialists 
Brad’s Water Treatment 577-0462 

WELL SERVICES/PUMPS 
Kershaw Well Services 
350 Blindline Road, Rosslyn, ON  P7K 0R7 
Phone 939-2166 Fax 939-2167

RURAL BUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORYRURAL BUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

"Learning Through Play,  
Exploration & Inquiry" 

Connect with other Families! 
 

  (for children 0-6 years) 

 Our Calendar of events can be viewed at:  
https://www.keyon.ca/en/Events/ViewEvents 

 

* EarlyON Child and Family Centre -
Murillo 

(Pre-registration on KeyON is required) 

For more info. please:  
Email: ruralfrc@tbaytel.net or 

 Private FB message us or 
Call: 935-3009  

 

Play, sing, laugh and we will 
SEE YOU SOON!

Rural  
Family 
Centre

Providing Reliable Service  
Since 1987 

 

www.tempelman.ca 

807-767-9173

For al l  your  
Bulk Water Needs 

 

Residential or Commercial 
City Water delivered  
in stainless steel tanks

• Wells • Holding Tanks •
• Swimming Pools • 

• Skating Rinks • 
Closed Sundays

Murillo Minor  
Athletic Association 

2023 Spring Softball League 
 by Joe Ladouceur

Hello Everyone! By the time you see this article, the 2023 Murillo Minor Athletic 
Association (MMAA) spring softball season will have drawn to a close with our 
Tournament and BBQ Day Grande Finale on June 24th. We will report on Tourna-
ment Day results in the August newsletter, or check out our website. 

This season’s player numbers were the highest ever, with over 415 youth registered 
making 33 teams in the T-Ball, 3-Pitch, Atom, PeeWee and Bantam divisions; and 
more than 100 volunteer Coaches! If anyone is interested in re-starting youth soft-
ball in Kakabeka Falls (particularly T-Ball & 3-Pitch), the MMAA would be pleased 
to help organize it to relieve capacity issues. 
THANK YOU TO THE 2023 LEAGUE SPONSORS, SUPPORTERS & VOL-
UNTEERS 

All-In-Bloom 
Art’s Auto 
Brule Creek Farms 
BTG Contracting 
Chaschuk Enterprises 
Daniel Vanlenthe Mechanical 
DJ’s Truck & Trailer Repair 
dp Diamond Blades 
Impact Promotions 
Greenmantle Forest Inc. 
Haveman Brothers Forestry Services 
LH North 
Makkinga Contracting 
Maw ‘n’ Paws 
Murillo Millworks 
North Winds Farms 

Northern Custom Contracting 
Pinewood Ford 
Performance KIA 
Silvaggio Fine Homes Construction 
Smith’s RV Centre 
Stanley Hill Bison 
Sunny Creek Studio 
Sunrise Farms 
The Hive Studio & Expresso Bar 
The Refill Co. 
Trinity Contracting 
Uniform Pros 
Up Front Auto 
Wieringa Bros. 

Thank you to the Municipality of Oliver-Paipoonge for the ongoing support 
to the MMAA League and maintenance of recreation facilities. A special 
Thank You to Canadian Tire on Arthur Street West for the fantastic dona-
tion of a variety of new softball equipment – much appreciated! 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Please contact us by email at: 
mmaa1@tbaytel.net, or visit our website: http://mmaa.tbay.me/ 
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Submitted from Dodie LeGassick, 
Slate River Women’s Institute 

The Slate River Womens Institute is 
holding their Annual Strawberry Social 

again this July 13 at the Kakabeka Le-
gion. As a tribute to our past Strawberry So-

cials, last year I gave you the recipe for the Hot Milk Cake that 
the women used to bake for the strawberries and ice cream. 
However, I regret that I forgot to add the sugar much to the dis-
may of the readers. With my apologies I am resubmitting the 
recipe with the sugar added. Please try it out and enjoy with your 
strawberries or any in season berries with ice cream.It’s always 
a family pleaser. 

HOT MILK CAKE 
Recipe used for Strawberry Social cakes, back in the day 
when we could bake them at home! Submitted by Doreen 

Rogers. 

4 eggs 2 tsp. baking powder 2 cups flour 
2 tbsp. butter 2 cups sugar           1 cup milk 
1/4 tsp. salt          1 tsp. vanilla 

Beat eggs until light and fluffy. Add sugar, beat well. Add flour, 
salt and baking powder, mixing well. Heat milk, butter and 

vanilla. Slowly add to first mixture, beating well. 

Pour into greased 9X13 pan. Bake at 350 for 30-35 minutes 

If desired, you can make a yummy icing, too! 

1 cup brown sugar   1 cup chopped nuts 1/2 cup butter 
1 cup coconut 2 tbsp. milk 

Heat in microwave until butter is melted and mixture can easily 
be combined. Spread over top of cake after it is baked. Return 
to oven for about 5 minutes to set icing and brown slightly. 

By now most of you have tried some of this year’s rhubarb as a 
sauce or in some baking. Here is an alternative to experiment 
with and it is very good for you because rhubarb is full of an-
tioxidants,a good amount of vitamin k, fibre calcium and vitamin 
c. This refreshing drink can also be made ahead and frozen.
Enjoy on a hot summer’s day!

RHUBARB REFRESHER 

Cook until soft 2 lbs. of chopped rhubarb in 5 cups of boiling 
water. Sieve. For each cup of juice add 1/3 cup sugar or less to 
taste.You may also use honey as your sweetener.Stir until dis-
solved. Now, you can serve this juice as is with ice and as an op-
tion you can add 1/4 cup of lemon juice or orange juice. Ginger 
ale is often added just before serving. 
———————————————————————————- 
We are sad to say that Sandy Vibert, a long term member of 
the Rosslyn Women’s Institute recently passed but she has 
left as part of her legacy her recipes.  
The following recipe is one-of her many legacy recipes from 
her collection as shared with the Rosslyn Women’s Insti-
tute and submitted by Joan Bailey. 

This is a delicious sweet and sour pork recipe to be served over 
a hot bed of your favourite rice such as Jasmine, Basmati or 
brown or white rice. Please enjoy the sweet and sour tastes 
along with the colourful array of red, yellow and orange peppers 
on a lovely summer’s night. 

SWEET AND SOUR PORK 
2 tbsp. oil 1 15 ounce can of pineapple chunks 
2 tbsp.  ketchup 1 crushed clove of garlic 
2 tbsp. of corn starch         1 lb. boneless pork cubed 
1/2 cup corn syrup 2 tbsp.  soya sauce 
1/4 cup vinegar 
green, red,  yellow, orange peppers cut into pieces 

Brown pork in oil. 
Add the pineapple, corn syrup, ketchup, soya sauce, garlic, and 
vinegar. Bring to a boil. Simmer for 10 minutes. Mix the corn-
starch with 2 tbsp. of water. Add to the pork with the peppers. 
Boil for two minutes stirring constantly. 

Slate
River W.I.  

 

Submitted by
 

        Dodie  
Legassick

TD Summer  
Reading Kits will be 
available beginning 

July 4th!
These kits are geared to 

preschool or school-age chil-
dren and contain a book full of 
summer fun activities and chal-

lenges. Each kit also comes with 
stickers, a 6-colour pen and a 
web-access code to unlock 

more online fun. Participants 
can complete the summer recap 
page and return it to the library 
before September 1st to be en-

tered into a draw for 
$25 Chapters gift card!



Lakehead Region 
Conservation  

Authority 
submitted by LRCA Staff

Are you a paddler? Be sure to visit 
Hazelwood Lake Conservation Area 
and Hurkett Cove Conservation 
Area to check out our floating docks 
which feature accessible kayak 
launches! These launches make get-
ting in and out of your kayak or 
canoe super easy and stable. The 
LRCA is proud to offer access to 
Hazelwood Lake and Lake Superior, 
so get out and explore!  
The LRCA and Municipality of Shu-
niah is proud to present Silver Har-
bour Day on Saturday, August 26, 
2023. The event, in celebration of 
Shuniah’s 150th anniversary, will 
feature activities and information 
booths from local organizations such 
as Science North, the Thunder Bay 
Field Naturalists, Thunder Bay In-
digenous Friendship Centre, MNRF, 
OPP, and Canada Coast Guard. Ad-
ditionally, Shuniah Fire & Emer-
gency Services will also be hosting a 
BBQ in celebration of their anniver-
sary and in support of their initia-
tives. Keep your eyes on the LRCA’s 
website and social media channels 
for details and specifics!   
Registration for our Watershed Ex-
plorers Programs are up and run-
ning on our webstore. Space is 
limited and pre-registration is re-
quired, but at the time of writing 
there is still space on our Butterflies, 
Fall Photo, Fish & Aquatics, Neebing 
Birding Day and Trees & Fall 
Colours programs. A non-refund-
able, $5.00 registration fee is re-
quired to book your spot. Visit our 
webstore at www.store.lake-
headca.com to pre-register. Funding 
for these programs is generously 
provided by the TD Friends of the 
Environment Fund.   
The 2023 Explore Card Parking Pass 
is a great way to show your support 
for the LRCA! Explore Card Parking 
Passes permit day-use/parking at 
our ten Conservation Areas for one 
calendar year. Visit as often as you 
like. Enjoy one calendar year of 
recreation activities, such as boating, 
fishing, hiking and more at our sea-
sonal and year-round Conservation 
Areas for the low price of $40.00 
+HST. It’s convenient for frequent
users, and a great gift idea! All Ex-
plore Card revenue goes directly to-
wards the upkeep and maintenance
of our Conservation Areas.
Get out and Explore!
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The Rural Pharmacist: 
Reminder to Apply 

for the 
ODB Senior 

 Co-Payment Program
by Devon Myers, Pharmacist/Owner of 

Evergreen Pharmacies

It’s almost that time of the year: the 
Ontario Drug Benefit (ODB) program 
deductible season. Maybe this is your 
first year being eligible for coverage 
through the provincial drug insur-
ance program. Special shout out to 
my Aunt Kathy who turned 65 last 
month by the way. Or maybe you’ve 
been a recipient of the program for 
past 10 years, and you didn’t even 
know it! In any case, it’s always 
worth a mention as August 1st seems 
to sneak up on all of us. We’ll start off 
with a refresher of what the de-
ductible represents. Furthermore, I’ll 
discuss the parameters that allow cer-
tain patients to receive additional 
drug coverage under the ODB Senior 
Co-Payment Program. For our read-
ers it may be worth following along 
as eligible households could stand to 
save a few dollars on drug costs. 

The ODB program allows individ-
uals 65 years of age and older to re-
ceive coverage for an array of 
medications in Ontario. However, to 
gain access to the program individu-
als must pay an annual deductible of 
$100. Most people are familiar with 
the concept of a deductible. Imagine 
driving down Highway 61 and a 
transport throws a stone into your 
window. Crack! Hopefully that did-
n’t hit too close to home with anyone. 
For your windshield to be fixed you 
may have to pay a deductible before 
your insurance kicks in. That’s essen-
tially it. The same concept applies to 
the deductible paid through the ODB 
program. The good news is that once 
your deductible has been satisfied the 
regular co-pay, the amount paid per 
prescription, goes back to normal.  

Now here is where certain house-
holds may find some cost savings: el-
igible seniors get additional coverage 
through what is known as the Seniors 
Co-Payment Program (SCP). This 
program is intended to help reduce 
the cost of medications for individu-
als who have an annual income 
below a certain threshold. In this pro-
gram, recipients do not have to pay 
an annual $100. They also have 
smaller co-payments with each pre-
scription. In August 2021, the income 
eligibility for the SCP was updated 
from $19,300 to $22,200 (for single 
seniors) and from $32,300 to $37,100 
(for senior couples). This may sound 
familiar as I wrote about this topic in 
a newsletter from 2021 as we ap-
proached a new ODB deductible sea-
son. However, don’t hold your 
breath. We don’t expect those num-
bers to change in 2023.  

The application process for the SCP 
is straight forward. An application 
form can be found on the Ontario 
Ministry of Health’s website. Can’t 
find it? We can help you out! Just ask 
for a copy at the pharmacy in Ross-
lyn or Kakabeka. Once you’ve com-
pleted the application the 
government will ask for certain doc-

uments to verify your income. That’s 
it.  

If you think that you may qualify 
for the program, it’s worth the few 
minutes to apply. Perhaps you have 
family or friends that you think may 
be eligible. A fair estimate of $200 per 

year could be saved for someone 
using 5 chronic medications, for ex-
ample. Over the past few years, we’ve 
helped several patients get onboarded 
with this program. It is rewarding to 
help our patients find savings so 
please do not hesitate to contact our 

pharmacy if you have any questions. 
With that I am going to keep our ar-

ticle short and sweet this month as I’d 
like to take advantage of the beautiful 
June weather we’ve been having. 
Have a great summer everyone!  
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Extreme Heat 

Extreme heat can be dangerous for everyone, but people who work 
outdoors, the elderly, some people with disabilities, and children, par-
ticularly infants, are more vulnerable. 

Hazard Information 
Extreme heat can make you sick with heat stroke, heat rash and/or 
heat cramps. 

Safety Tips 
If you feel dizzy, weak or overheated: 

• go to a cool place; 
• sit or lie down; 
• drink water; 
• wash your face with cool water 

If you don't feel better soon, seek medical help immediately. 

If you are indoors: 
• stay indoors to limit sun exposure 
• take frequent cool showers or baths 
• stay on lower floors if there’s no air conditioning 
• drink water and eat light, regular meals — avoid using salt 

If you are outdoors: 
• spend the hottest part of the day in air-conditioned buildings  
• drink water every 15 to 20 minutes even if you aren't thirsty 
• dress in light-coloured, loose-fitting clothing covering as much 

of your skin as possible 
• wear a wide-brimmed hat to protect your face 
• wear full UVA and UVB protection sunglasses 
• apply sunscreen with SPF 15 or higher 20 minutes before going 

outside 
• apply lip balm with an SPF 15 or higher 

Prepare Now 
Take the following steps so you and your family are prepared in the 
event of an emergency: 

• cover windows that receive morning or afternoon sun with 
drapes, shades or awnings 

• include extra water, sunscreen and sunglasses (with full UVA 
and UVB protection) in your emergency survival kit 

WishingStone  
 
 

Equine-Assisted Learning 
 

 
 

LL STABLES  219 Wrigley Dr. Murillo, On 
JOSEPH LOZER / SUSAN LEWKOSKI 
Certified Equine-Assisted Learning Instructor, Facilitator 

 

Phone 807-620-8877 
LLStables@outlook.com 

DOUBLELRIDINGSTABLES.COM 
 

Equine-Assisted Learning is a powerful,  
professional and effective approach, proven to 

have a positive impact on individuals of all ages. 
 

Call us for more information on our Youth 
Program and our Leadership Workshops. 

 
 

When the whole world tells you to give up, 
the horse will whisper, “Try it one more time”.

RURAL 60 PLUS IS OPEN! 
 

5 Pineview Road, Kakabeka Falls  475-5779,  
email rural60@tbaytel.net  Website: www.rural60plus.ca 

Tuesday - Weaving - 10 to 3 
                - Knitting - 10 to 3 
 
Wednesday - Beginner Carving - 10 to 3 
                     - Cribbage - 1 to 3 
                     - Quilting - 10 to 3 
 
Thursday - Weaving - 10 to 3 
                 - Knitting - 10 to 3 

Craft Room open Monday to Friday 10 to 3 
 
Our Annual General Meeting is coming up on Friday June 
16th at the Kakabeka Legion. 
Tickets for dinner are available at the Centre and are $25 each. 
If any members are interested in running for a seat on the board 
please put your name and phone number in an envelope and put 
it in the mail slot in the office door or you can email to us or if you 
want to nominate someone do the same with their name and 
phone number. 

Starting in July we will be going to Summer Hours  
of Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 10 to 3

Kaylyn LeMarquand 
Realtor ® 

Royal LePage Lannon Realty 
C:(807) 629.7989 

E:kaylyn@royallepage.ca 
#EveryHomeBeginsWithKay 

 

Barb McEwen 
Salesperson 

(807) 626-3860 CELL 

www.avistarealty.ca

640 Beverly Street 
(807) 344-3232 Office 
(807) 344-5400 Fax 
1-888-837-6926 Toll Free 
bmcewen@avistarealty.ca

TOP TEN  
MLS AWARD WINNER  

For 30  
Consecutive  

Years!

This will be a great time 
for releasing energies 
that no longer serve you 
and to amplify the power 
of your manifestations 
with other like minded 
folks. It will also be an 
amazing time to pray for 
Mother Earth.

Accommodations – Bring 
your tent or you can 

arrange for Airbnb.  
Drinking water will be 

available. Comfort station 
for toilet/sink. Swimming 

in Lake Superior available 
for washing. Meals will be 

provided by caterer – 
Andy’s Eats. 

 
.356 Little Trout Bay Road, 

Neebing 
 

https://www.niibing.ca/ 

OLIVER PAIPOONGE HERITAGE PARK EVENTS 
• July 8--Classic Day, Strait Up Band at Paterson Pavilion, craft vendors & 

Food on site 
• July 15--Family Day, Pat Cupp & Diane Wolframe at the Paterson Pavilion, 

family games and kid’s crafts 
• July 16—Church Service at our own church. Everyone welcome. 
• July 21, 22, 23-- Antique Tractor display 
• July 22--Mink Mountain Band at the Paterson Pavilion 
• July 22,23--Kid’s Art Classes with Irene Warmenhoven (2 day class),  

pre-register at OPHP office, $12 to cover supplies, ages 7 - 14 
• July 29—Butch’s Country Classics at Paterson Pavilion 
• Aug 5—The BOONDOCKS at Paterson Pavilion 
• Aug 12—Kid’s Day, crafts and games, Rodney Brown on Paterson Pavilion 
• Aug 19—Jane Austin Society English Country Dance at the Paterson Pavil-

ion 
• Aug 26—Craft Vendors on site 
• Aug 26, 27 Kid’s Art Class with Irene Warmenhoven (2 day class), pre-regis-

ter at OPHP office, $12 to cover supplies, ages 7 - 14 
• Sept 16—Tail Gate Sale, Car Swap Meet, Richard Veurink at the Pavilion 
• Sept 17—Tail Gate Sale, Car Swap Meet, Racers Memorial Day, BOON-

DOCKS at Paterson Pavilion 
• Sept 23—Closing weekend, Road Worn Chaps at the Paterson Pavilion 
• Sept 24—Closing weekend, Volunteer Appreciation Day, Butch’s Country 

Classics at the Paterson Pavilion 
For more info, please phone 807-475-7424 or email opmuse2@tbaytel.net  
Admission is $5, 12 and under FREE! Please pay at the Train Station. We 
are a cash-only facility. 
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some areas) that is helping to lower the fire danger levels and improve the suc-
cess of firefighters efforts to corral the many fires in the region,  current fore-
casts for our area are showing the possibility of some rainfall over the next 
week or so, but there is no indication yet that the predicted moisture (if it does 
indeed fall) will provide the sufficient dampening effect required to remedy the 
dry conditions in our area.  
In periods when fire conditions are in the High and Extreme Danger levels 
and the potential of new fire starts is high, the use of Fire Bans and RFZ des-
ignations help reduce the potential for human caused fire starts by limiting 
human activities from open fires, to recreating and even working in forested 
areas.  
While fire starts from natural causes such as lightening strikes are difficult to 
avoid, as we have witnessed in Neebing during past dry periods accidental 
human fire starts from things as common as; sparks from a lawnmower blade 
striking hidden metal or hot exhaust pipes on an ATV contacting dry grasses 
have occurred. Under normal conditions these situations may be dealt with 
personally, with the heel of a boot, a pail of water, fire extinguisher or even a 
hand full of sand. In High and Extreme Fire Danger conditions however these 
simple events can rapidly escalate into fires requiring a full fire response with 
pumpers and tankers and wild fire units to gain control before they grow be-
yond the scope of local resources. 
 Thank You to all our Neebing residents who, for the past month, have taken 
great care to keep the community safe from wildfire situations during this time 
of high fire-risk. Like many others, I too have last falls’ brush pile still waiting 
to be burned.  I am also holding back on several outside projects in the bush 
until fire conditions improve. And when I get impatient with the wait for ‘bet-
ter conditions’, I have only to look at the brown grass where I have only cut the 
lawn once, and note the frequency for which my garden requires watering, to 
be reminded that patience and vigilance are the name of the game for now 
and until conditions change, and conditions will eventually change, and we 
will have a chance to get to work on those summer projects we had planned 
to tackle earlier - but not until fire danger levels diminish!  

Some quick wildfire tips as we head into the heart of 
summer: 
• Fire Danger Level Maps: Monitor the daily fire 
danger level ratings on the MNR website at :    Forest 
Fire Info Map (gov.on.ca). These maps provide a quick 
overview of fire danger levels in the area.  Short dura-
tion rains can indicate some relief but may quickly re-
turn to higher danger levels if high temps and low 
humidity prevail. 
 
• Municipal Website: www.neebing.org  for up-
dates on fire conditions in the community, and any 
new or altered fire restrictions. 
 
• Smoke Mapping: For information concerning 
visible wildfire smoke in the air check: Smoke Forecast 
- FireSmoke.ca , to determine the origin and intensity 
of the smoke, and obtain a forecast of its movement.  
 
• FireSmart: To identify what actions you may 
take on your property to improve your resistance to 
wildfire threats - check : Be FireSmart | ontario.ca .  
Also see the accompanying Home Ignition Zone 
graphic for guidance on maintaining a relatively fire 
safe area for 100’ around your home.  FS_Home-Igni-
tion-Zone-Poster.pdf (firesmartcanada.ca)   
 
•  The Three 30s of Wildfire Danger: (Heard on 
a Halifax news broadcas) High Temperatures, Low 
Humidity, and High Wind speeds are all factors 
favourable to wildfire start and spread. Monitor con-
ditions in your area…. If any of these factors have 
numbers in the 30’s range, consider fire conditions to 
be dangerous. 
 
•  Observe conditions close to your home - such 
as the presence or absence of dew on the grass in the 
morning, and the quick browning of recently mowed 
grass. Both are indicative of a moisture shortage and 
conditions conducive to easy fire start and spread.  
 
Hopefully wildfire conditions will improve soon, and 
we will all be able to enjoy a full range of summer ac-
tivities.  Be sure to check for safety tips regarding your 
favourite summer activities on the OAFC webpage:  
Spring & Summer Fire Safety Tips | Ontario Associa-
tion of Fire Chiefs (oafc.on.ca) 
Enjoy your summer Safely! 
                                                       

NOTE:  ‘ This piece was written during the  third week of June 
when the weather forecast offered continued heat and little 
prospect of rain with the prospect of Extreme fire danger levels 
continuing into July. While the 3 days of soaking rain the last 

weekend in June was a pleasant surprise and  brought relief from the  High and 
Extreme fire danger ratings, it is still early in the fire season and the return of 
hot dry weather could see a quick return to higher fire danger levels. The in-
formation in this piece regarding the recognition of high fire danger condi-
tions,  safe actions to take, and suggested actions that can be taken over time 
to reduce your property’s vulnerability to wildfire remain of value  regard-
less of the recent change in fire danger levels. Enjoy and Stay Safe) 
 
The apparent reluctance of our recent winter to concede its cold weather tem-
peratures and heavy snowfalls and allow for a timely spring arrival, might 
have caused concern for some that a cool, wet introduction to our summer 
weather might be likely to follow. However, that’s not how things have played 
out for Neebing residents. High daily temperatures, and only spotty rainfall 
in our area lead to High and Extreme Fire Danger ratings developing in the 
area from mid May onward. In turn the dry hot weather eventually led to the 
introduction of fire bans by many local fire departments in late May, quickly 
followed by MNR declaring a Restricted Fire Zone (RFZ) covering much of 
Northern Ontario in early June. 
As I write in the third week of June fire danger levels remain in the High and 
Extreme range for much of Northern Ontario and the fire bans and the RFZ 
designation remain in place, and can be expected to stay in place until there 
is sufficient rainfall to improve the core fire conditions in the area. While the 
East Coast recently received a significant rainfall, allowing opportunities for 
fire crews to gain control over large, destructive wildfires in that region, and 
the West is just now reporting some welcome rainfall relief (even snow in 

WELCOME - Summer 2023






